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The frocks will be out again this year at the Royal Norfolk Show 30th June-1st July. We will be sponsoring the Aberdeen An-
gus and Goat Classes again this year. We are also planning to run an open veterinary surgery in the stockmans bar on 

Wednesday night 6-8pm—when Will and Molly will do their best to answer any questions people have on veterinary matters 
from TB to fluke prevention. Come along and show your support. See you there.  

Due to the success of the recent mastitis meeting, at 

which Chris Hudson from Nottingham University bench-

marked each of the dairies in terms of somatic cell count 

and mastitis cases, we have decided to start a new dairy 

group. We  envisage the dairy group will meet once 

every three months to look at benchmarking in all areas 

that might be of interest to our dairies.  

Each meeting we will look at a fresh topic as well as 

looking at any improvements that have been made in 

the last 3 months on the previous topic under discus-

sion. We plan to have these meetings in a pub at lunch-

time or on farm so as not to disrupt the dairy day and 

to allow as many people to be there as possible.  

These meetings will only work if we have up-to-date 

data from all farms, so please can we request that every-

one continues to record their data accurately , whether 

it be on Interherd, the dairy diary or on a farm based 

computer system so that we can get  hold of this data in 

the couple of weeks before the meeting. This will give us 

time to analyse it in advance of  the meetings. Data com-

parison is the best way to get the most out the meetings 

for everyone, allowing herdsman to see how they are 

fairing in comparison to everybody else and also to see 

what progress they have made over the proceeding of 18 

months or so.   

We would request that you record: 

 all lameness cases, the foot that is affected, the 

animal id, and hopefully if you have it, the type 

of lameness that it is e.g. Soler Ulcer, Digital Der-

matitis etc,  

 all mastitis cases -  the quarter affected and 

whether it is a clinical case or high cell count 

  all services, cystic cows, dirty cows etc. 

Details of these meetings will appear on Rachel’s events 

newsletter. In order to part fund these meeting we are 

suggesting that each farm pay £10 per month (covers 

everyone on the farm) towards the cost. Should you 

wish not to be involved then just let us know at the 

practice.  

 

Please can all dairies note that as of the 1st April ‘10 
the Dairy Farm Assurance scheme assessors will re-
quire evidence of health review certificate. 
 

This means there will need to be evidence of a regu-
lar collation of the incidence of health conditions 
and performance and an indication that these results 
are satisfactory or otherwise. 
As an minimum this must cover; lameness, mastitis 
and culling rates and reasons. The health plan can be 
in a variety of formats so long as it incorporates all the 
required components. The Dairy Assurance Scheme 
does have a template for the health plan and the re-
view and this can be found at 
www.assureddairyfarms.org.uk . However, they are 
more than happy for data to be maintained in other 
formats such as web-based systems and we as a 
practice are now using www.myhealthyherd.com for 
all our health planning. We believe this is an easy in-
teractive system which both you and we can look at, 
at the same times and update data as required. 
Should anyone require any further information or be 
worried that their herd health plan is not of the re-
quired format, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
the office with at least a couple of weeks notice prior 
to you having your dairy inspection. 

Caption Competition Winners! 
Thank you to all of you that sent in your captions your 

certainly a funny bunch! 

Winning captions areé ñWhich one missed out on the 

colostrumò - Andrew Barratt  

ñI know I wanted a women with skinny calves but this 

is ridiculousò - Frank Harris 

Congratulations!!  
 

to the Easton College dairy team whose cow Marlingford 

Image Madonna VG88, has been awarded the Rose Bowl by 

Holstein UK for the production of 100 tonnes of milk. 



As most of you are aware we are strongly behind the campaign to encourage people to buy locally and reduce food miles, 

hence we recommend that everyone buy locally either via the Fakenham Farmers Market on the 4 th Saturday of the month or 

directly from the producers listed below: 

 

Mrs Temple           Cheese               01328 820224 

Pointen Bros.           Dairy Produce               01263 860338 

John Garner            Game, lamb, turkeys      01328 700277       

Sandringham Beef and Lamb  West Newton Shop        01485 542219 

Courtyard Farms        Organic Beef, Lamb and Pork    01485 525251 or  

            courtyardfarm.organic@virgin.net 

Perfick Pork    Pork, Lamb, Chicken & Beef   01328 829317 

Mr Day    Pork, Lamb, Veg, Knitting wool  Hindolveston. 01263 860578 

Simon Dann    Norfolk Farmhouse Ice-cream   On Farm/Local Shops. 

Gavin Lane    Salt Marsh Beef     sales@saltmarshbeef.co.uk 

Van Beuningen   Ash Farm Organics    01362 683228 

            www.ashfarmorganics.co.uk 

Mrs. Willcox   Mohair Socks, Preserves, Eggs   Erpingham House Farm 

Linda Cletheroe   Seasonal Fresh Vegetable   01263 587466 / 07780930903 

            www.lindasfreshveg.co.uk 

            Farmers Market  

Moore’s Livestock, Oak Farm Beef, Pork, Free Range Eggs   01553 630772/07900 491679 

Rudi Jennings   Free range goat meat    01945 585467  

If your name is missing just call the office and we will add your details. 
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For Sale/Wanted: 
Aberdeen Angus BullsðFive, two year old bulls available 

now. Contact Trevor Stebbings on  01553 630603. 

Limousin Bulls—Well bred, nice temperament. 13 months 

and 17 months.  

Contact Mr. Denby  on 07961357243. 

Miniature Pig—Free to a good home (not meat!).  

Contact Naomi Schrier on 01553 827550. 

Limousin Bull—Unregistered but pedigree. 

Contact Scott McInnes on:  07876 047746. 

Kerry Hill Shearling Ewes. Also selected rams and ewe 

lambs. Contact Glenariff Pedigree Livestock,  

call Nick or Andrew on 01553 672440 

Kittens -  Contact Catherine Colman on 07749877047 
 

People/Equipment: 
StockmanðSelf employed stockman (Beef, Dairy and 

Sheep) Trained in DIY AI & qualified foot trimmer (Dutch 

Method) available from March onwards, all positions con-

sidered, no accommodation needed, Norfolk area only - Lee 

Oakes 01553 672440 

For Hire—Mobile Cattle Handling including pen, race 

and crush with weigh scales. Cow Catcher with operator. 

Call Will Hancock on: 07979641597. 

Mobile Sheep Handling—Pratley mobile sheep  

handling system. For hire with operator.  

Call Mr. Fletcher on: 07977040358. 

Molecatcher—for hire. Tracey Palmer: 01485 600717. 

Pauline Buxton—Sheep dog training: 07979500879. 

Richard & Helen Savory - require help with handling 

sheep at shows, starting early May. Please call 01328 

829888 

If you would like to advertise in our newsletter, please 

contact the office on 01485 609031. 

Gap Year Student  

Looking for a place of work for my gap year before reap-
plying to study veterinary medicine. I have dairy experi-

ence, have grown up on a farm. I am looking for any ani-
mal work full or part time. I  Have my own transport, willing 

to travel. If you have anything  available please contact me.  

Rebecca Colman on 07842247738  

 

 

Anecdotal evidence has shown that Maedi 

Visna infection in non-accredited flocks 

across the country has probably doubled in 

the last few years to a level greater than 3%. 

Maedi Visna is a debilitating disease for which there is no 

cure and animals need to be culled and removed if there is any 

evidence of infection.  

MV virus is mainly transmitted by nose to nose contact 

through aerosol droplet in breath. However,  the virus is also 

present in other body tissues and can be found in fluid such 

as; colostrum, milk, blood and saliva.  

The SAC has been running both Maedi Visna accredited and 

Maedi Visna monitored schemes for many years now. For 

flocks that are MV accredited there is a 20-30 fold reduction 

in the risk of becoming MV infected.  

The SAC are very aware of the cost of MV testing which are 

due both to the cost of the lab work and also the cost of the 

blood tubes and the veterinary time on farm. Therefore they 

are more than happy to run additional tests on the same tube 

of blood at the same time in order for you to get more for your 

money. This might include testing for enzootic abortion or 

mineral profiles. Please remember if testing for enzootic abor-

tion and this is a great benefit should you of had unexplained 

abortions this year, the animals must be tested within 3 

months of lambing.  


