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Electronic Identification (EID) of Sheep 
 

Like it or not, EID is coming! Therefore, we thought 

it would be a good idea to answer some of the com-

mon questions regarding this piece of legislation. All 

of the following information is taken from the  

DEFRA website (www.defra.gov.uk/farm/livestock). 

In addition, there is a helpline: 08459 335577. 

When will EID be introduced? 

 31st December 2009 

What does this mean for sheep keepers? 

 Sheep which live past 12 months will have to 

be electronically identified and individually recorded 

What about animals intended for slaughter? 

 Animals intended for slaughter at less than 12 

months of age can be identified with a single, non-

electronic slaughter batch tag. Individual recording is 

not required. However, the number of animals with 

different identities within a batch must be recorded.  

Will I need to purchase reading equipment and a 

computer? 

 No. Individual animal information can be re-

corded manually if you choose. It is up to you to de-

cide whether it is easier for you to record the identi-

ties manually or electronically. 

What do I have to do and when? 

31st December 2009:  
 Identification: Apply 2 identifiers to animals to 

be kept beyond 12 months of age. One must be elec-

tronic and both must bear the same individual num-

ber. Apply a single, non-electronic slaughter batch 

tag to animals intended for slaughter within 12 

months of age. This can be electronic if you wish. 

 Holding Register: Individual animal informa-

tion must be recorded for electronically identified 

animals born after 31st December 2009. Batch re-

cords continue for slaughter animals and animals 

born before 31st December. 

1st January 2011: 

 Movement Documents: Individual animal in-

formation must be recorded for electronically identi-

fied animals.  

31st December 2011: 

 Movement Documents: Individual information 

must be recorded for all animals, except for animals 

born before 31st December 2009 which are moving 

direct to slaughter or via a market to slaughter where 

batch movement documents continue to apply. 

Anglia Farmers Connection 

We have forged a closer working partnership with An-

glia Farmers which we hope will benefit everybody. 

From 31st December we will be offering all our clients 

a 2% discount on their invoices each month if their 

bills are paid through Anglia Farmers. 

The benefits for you are that your bill is discounted by 

2% and that you potentially have one single bill to pay 

for feed, fuel, veterinary medicines etc. Anglia Farmers 

will add a levy of 0.8% to this. 

The benefits to us are guaranteed payment of all bills 

paid through AF on the last day of the month, signifi-

cantly less paperwork and greater exposure to all  

Anglia Farmers Clients. 

And the benefits to AF are greater turnover and greater 

exposure to our clients. 

If you are presently not a member of Anglia Farmers 

and would like to be, then please speak to Simon Leach 

at AF about joining. 

So from 31st December we will discount your bill by 

2% and place it through AF if you are presently an AF 

client. Should you wish us not to do this then please let 

Molly or Will know and we will send your bills, as we 

presently do, directly to yourselves. Any queries please 

do not hesitate to call in for a chat. 

Seminar on Beef fertility and Respiratory disease 
 

A good day was had by all at our first NADIS EEDA seminar and I 

think many found the scale of Beckhithe Farms an eye opener! This 

is one unit which is always openly happy to discuss any problems 

it encounters and how it remedies them. Pneumonia has all but 

become a thing of the past here, despite approx 3000 head being 

on site, since the introduction of vaccination against respiratory 

disease and BVD several years ago. Barry took time out to give us 

a very informa-

tive tour of his 

farm which he 

is obviously          

passionate 

about – it was 

much appreci-

ated by every-

one. 



As most of you are aware we are strongly behind the campaign to encourage people to buy locally and reduce food miles, 

hence we recommend that everyone buy locally either via the Fakenham Farmers Market on the 4 th Saturday of the month or 

directly from the producers listed below: 

 

Duncan Jeary           Beef                07880 508104 

Mrs Temple           Cheese               01328 820224 

Pointen Bros.           Dairy Produce               01263 860338 

John Garner            Game, lamb, turkeys      01328 700277 

Houghton Hall            Lamb, Mutton, Beef, Pork and Eggs   07793 208655       

Sandringham Beef and Lamb  West Newton Shop        01485 542219 

Courtyard Farms        Organic Beef, Lamb and Pork    01485 525251 or  

            courtyardfarm.organic@virgin.net 

Perfick Pork    Pork, Lamb, Chicken & Beef   01328 829317 

Mr Day    Pork, Lamb, Veg, Knitting wool  Hindolveston. 01263 860578 

Simon Dann    Norfolk Farmhouse Ice-cream   On Farm/Local Shops. 

Gavin Lane    Salt Marsh Beef     sales@saltmarshbeef.co.uk 

Van Beuningen   Ash Farm Organics    01362 683228 

            www.ashfarmorganics.co.uk 

Mrs. Willcox   Mohair Socks, Preserves, Eggs   Erpingham House Farm 

Linda Cletheroe   Seasonal Fresh Vegetable   01263 587466 / 07780930903 

            www.lindasfreshveg.co.uk 

            Farmers Market  

Moore’s Livestock, Oak Farm Beef, Pork, Free Range Eggs   01553 630772/07900 491679 

Rudi Jennings   Free range goat meat    01945 585467  

If your name is missing just call the office and we will add your details. 
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For Sale: 
Limousin Bull—Unregistered but pedigree. 

Contact Scott McInnes on:  07876 047746. 

Kerry Hill Shearling Ewes. Also selected rams and 

ewe lambs. Contact Glenariff Pedigree Livestock,  

call Nick or Andrew on 01553 672440 

EB Feed Hopper—13 tonne, fibreglass with low level 

discharge. Perfect condition.  

EB feeder system also available.  

Contact James Ashworth on: 07715 464832. 

11 Texel X Mule Ewe Lambs 

Contact Philip on: 01366 385982 or 07788 131508. 

People/Equipment: 
Mobile Sheep Handling—Pratley mobile sheep  

handling system. For hire with operator.  

Call Mr. Fletcher on: 07977040358. 

Molecatcher—for hire. Tracey Palmer: 01485 600717. 

Trevor Buxton—Full time milker with years of  

experience: 07909935597. 

Pauline Buxton—Sheep dog training: 07979500879. 
 

Please call the office if you would like us to put an 

advert  in for the next newsletter. 

Apologies…! 
 

It became apparent last month that due to a      

computer glitch we had been overcharging for 

whole bottles of Pen and Strep in August and    

September. For this we can only apologise! We 

have credited all accounts that purchased whole 

bottles during these months and you will see a 
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The Annual Norfolk Farm Vets Xmas 
Quiz & Workshop on  

Abortion in Cattle 
 

 
òAbortionñCauses & Preventionó 
òFarmer of the Year Awardó 

 
Once again itõs time for our xmas quiz, we 

hope you have all saved; 
Tuesday 8th December ô09 

 

1st Prizeð Case of Champagne 

& we will also present the 

NFV shield to Farm of the Year,  

This will be presented to the farm which we feel 

has made the most improvement, maintained 

highest standards or overcome the biggest  

hurdles in 2009 
 

We will be holding it in Swaffham, at the  
Assembly rooms at 7.00pm 

 
We will be providing you all with a Hog Roast 

and a FREE BAR! So it would be a shame to  
miss out!  

 
Please call Rach at the office with names and 

numbers for catering, we will look  
forward to seeing you all there. 


